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I. Definition
• Zionism: Zionism is the Jewish national movement which emerged toward the end of the 19th century whose aim was the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
Note 1: Zionism is not the only Jewish nationalist movement emerging in late modernity (see Bund; Territorialism; Dubnow, etc.).
Note 2: Not all forms of Zionism insisted on the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine. Some suggested a binational state (Magnes; Scholem; Buber), others a mere “spiritual center” in Palestine (Ahad ha-Am).

I. The Short Route
•  Anti-Zionism can be motivated by rejection of all forms of nationalism: Jewish, Palestinian, French, Kazazh. Call this: Anti-Nationalist Anti-Zionism (ANAZ). Followers of ANAZ should not carry flags of any nation. This form of anti-Zionism is not antisemitic, since it treats Jewish nationalism on a par with any other nationalist movement.
•  Most anti-Zionist crowds, in the post Oct 7th era, are perfectly happy to carry flags (of Palestine, Lebanon, Iran, etc.). They are not ANAZ. Instead, their motivation is Anti-Colonial Anti-Zionism (ACAZ): They argue that Zionism is a late colonial movement which reinvented Biblical phantasies about the Jewish return to Palestine. According to ACAZ, the Jews had no legitimate claim to Palestine throughout genuine human history (in contrast to the mythical time of the Bible). Arguably, ACAZ is antisemitic for two main reasons: (i) it does not treat Jewish nationalism on a par with other variants of nationalism; (ii) it denies a key element of Jewish identity throughout (post-Biblical) history, i.e., the claim that Palestine is the homeland of the Jews. Jewish attachment to the land of Israel is documented in tens of thousands of texts: rabbinic, philosophical, literary, and other. Falsely denying a key element in the identity of a community is a severe form of racism.  


II. The Long Route
•  Anti-Nationalist Anti-Zionism is both consistent and non-antisemitic. In contrast, all other forms of anti-Zionism seem to be antisemitic, or to disguise antisemitism. Let’s consider a few examples.
• (A) Anti-Zionism is sometimes motivated by the claim that Jews are not a nation and as such are not entitled to national self-determination (see Palestinian National Charter, § 20).
Response: (i) Jewish self-perception as a nation [אומה], or people [עם], is extremely well-documented by thousands over thousands of texts – liturgical, philosophical, literary, and halakhic – over roughly two thousand years. (ii) In general, it is up to the community that views itself as a nation to decide whether it is a nation or not.
Denying Jewish claim for nationhood is a form of antisemitism insofar as it fails to respect the autonomy of the members of this community.
 • (B) Anti-Zionism is sometimes motivated by the claim that “nationalism in general is wrong, but it is temporarily permissible in the case of communities of underdogs” (adherents to this view promise that once a Palestinian state is achieved, they will renounce again all forms of nationalism).
Response: (i) offering free heroin to the poor is a not a way of assisting them. If nationalism is a poison, everyone should stay away from it. (ii) In 1945-48 Jews were clearly underdogs (following the events of WW2). As such, should the Nakba of 1948 be excused since it was done by underdogs? (iii) The promise of a future in which Palestinian nationalists will ultimately denounce nationalism (after years of enthusiastic support for nationalism) assumes a human nature that is nowhere to be found. People who are trained in, and enthused about, nationalism are never going to desert it (unless facing a major catastrophe).

• (C) Anti-Zionism is sometimes motivated by the claim that Zionism is based on the ideological fabrication of a Jewish connection to Palestine.
Response: The Jewish view of Palestine/Land of Israel as its homeland from which it was exiled is documented by thousands over thousands of texts. This denial of the Jewish attachment to Palestine is simply non-serious and frequently relies on appalling conspiracy theories (see under: Shlomo Sand). 

• Is there any other argument that could secure non-antisemitic anti-Zionism? I am not aware of any. On the face of it, if one (i) considers nationalism in general legitimate (pace ANAZ), (ii) recognizes the claim of some/many Jews for nationhood (pace A), (iii) does not delude himself in selling nationalist soap to the underdogs (pace B), and finally, (iv) recognizes the deep historical attachment of the Jews to the land of Palestine (pace C), it would seem that this brand of anti-Zionism is unmotivated, and is most likely a result of antisemitic prejudice. At least, the burden of proof – showing that this brand of anti-Zionism is not antisemitic – lies now on the other side.
Note: Affirmation of the Jewish claim to Palestine need not exclude the affirmation of another community to the same land. 
 

IV. A Mosses Hess Moment?
• My rejection of nationalism assumes that my fellow human beings – Gentiles and Jews alike – are committed to my well being (just as they are committed to the well-being of all other people). In light of the recent outbursts of violent antisemitism in so many quarters of the academic left, I do occasionally wonder whether this assumption of mine is not naïve (but even if it is, would it not be better to live whatever share of my life I can as a decent person, rather than join the nationalist crowd?).
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